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. RENINISCENCES OF MY GRANDMOTEER"S LIFE. X

¥ost men recall with pleasure the teles told them by grand-
mother and grandfather of the times long passed and gone, when
men lived 1n =2 different way from that we are =cecustomed %o,
when customs and manners were unlike ours, when the country
was newer, and politiczl 1life diffsrent, and events moved with
2 good, old-fashioned way that seems 211 very romantic and pic-
turesque to us of the younger generation, I suppose it has
been thus thru all times, the young folks listening to the
recollections of their elders with interest and admirztion, and
I doubt not that it will be se¢ when we =zre old and gray, relat-
ing the scenes of our yeouth to our children, There z2lways
attaches & halo of picturssiueness and charm to these events
of the long ago that the passing years enhance znd enlarse
till they seem fairly romentic and fit for story writing,

From childhood I can recollect the pleasure with which I
used to iisten to my grandmother tell of the scanes of har
early life, and for several yeurs I have intended to cocllect
them inte 2 series of reminiscences toc form a short sketch of
gome of <he more interesting parts of her story. I expect
few eyes to read these pages save those of her children or grand-
childran, and therefore will write in =z familiar way of the
things that most interest our family relations, And to hezin,
I will sct down what grzndmother has told me of our zncestors.

Grandmother's father was Hendrilk Kiel, He came tc this
countiry from Holland at the time of the later Napolecnic wars,
It all happened in this way: the Kiel family liwed in quiet
old Amsterdem, The father of Jendrik Kiel was married to ;
Elizabsth Eckstein who had two bhrothers. One of these was an
officer in the wars with Nanoleon, the other was a sea captain
of a merchant vessel that pilied between Amsterdam and Baltimore
and American nortis. nendrik, the nephew of this captain, and
grandmother's father lived in Amasterdam with his two sistars,
Anmme, and Katocha, and a brother John Hendrik, till the wars
broke ocut, Then at the aze of nine, he was impresssd zs drime-
mer bey in the army, *hen he came home on a furlough, his
mother { Zlizabeth Reketein riel) g0t her brother, the sea-
captain, to take him o sea to sscape the service in the army.
It was no wenaer, for at such & tender zge, I could aquite jusg=
tify such a desertion, if it should be callsd that. At any
rate it was an imwortant event in the familyw history, for it
wag the means of Hendrik's settling in America. For three
years nhe wag cabin ho¥ on nis uncle's ship, and hzd charge of
the keys to mosti of the rooms, a thing perihaps unusual, nHul
maybe accounted for by his relationshin te the master of the
boat, At the end of that fime the uncle died, and a cousin
tooX charge of the wvassal, e gave Hendrik the cholce of

- going back with him on ths vessal, or of locating in America.
Thus, at the age of 13, Hendrik disembarked in the Americun port
to begin 1ife In the new countryv,



